208              NEVILLE   CHAMBERLAIN

do the unexpected, and sent Mr. Neville
out to the island to look after his interests. Mr. Garvin
does well to describe the step as "characteristic in its
mixture of Nonconformist vigour and Elizabethan
spirit". In his own youth he had been sent from
London to Birmingham to watch the money which his
father had put into a business of which he knew
nothing. If he could successfully leave shoes for
screws, then his younger son could forsake statistics
for sisal. So to Andros the young man went at the
age of twenty-two.

Mr. Neville Chamberlain needed all his family
courage. Andros was sparsely inhabited by a handful
of poverty-stricken negroes, who eked out a miserable
existence fishing for sponges, and there were only three
white men on the island. The latter is of coral forma-
tion, and was covered by inferior pines and stunted
bush. Mr. Joseph Chamberlain had engaged as
manager an Englishman called Knowles, who had
been born on the island, but when he and Mr. Neville
Chamberlain first arrived no house was ready for
them. Accordingly, they were compelled to take up
their residence in a newly built negro hut: this was a
long building of three rooms without windows, a
cement floor, and a thatched roof which was the happy
hunting-ground of innumerable scorpions and centi-
pedes. Mr, Chamberlain shared this abode with his
manager and fifteen native carpenters while his own
house was being built. The cooking, it may be added,
was done by a negro woman, and the menu consisted
chiefly of porridge, rice, fish, and eggs, with every
now and then a scraggy chicken of the type which is
peculiar to the tropics.

The young pioneer's duties were multifarious.  His